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University of Edinburgh Study  

Policing the Pandemic in Scotland 

Participant Information Sheet  

for members of the public 

 

1. Purpose of this information sheet  

We are inviting you to take part in an interview as part of a University of 

Edinburgh study called ‘Policing the Pandemic in Scotland’.  

Before you decide to take part, it is important you understand why the 

study is being done and what the interview will involve.  

Please read this information sheet carefully and discuss it with others if 

you wish.   

If anything is not clear or if you would like more information, please 

contact us using the details at the end of this letter.  

2. What is the Policing the Pandemic project?   

‘Policing the Pandemic in Scotland’ is a research study looking at public 

compliance with the Coronavirus Regulations and police use of fixed 

penalty notices (fines).  
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The study will involve:  

 Analysing police data on fixed penalty notices issued during the 

pandemic 

 Interviews with 30 police officers who issued fixed penalty notices 

 Interviews with 100 members of the public who received fixed 

penalty notices 

 

For the interviews with members of the public we would like to find out: 

 What situation led to the police contact 

 Why a fixed penalty notice was issued 

 How the police handled the situation  

 How fairly people were treated  

 What impact, if any, the fixed penalty notice had on people 

 If the situation could have been dealt with in other ways  

 

The project is funded by the UK Research Innovation (UKRI). 

More information about the project is available here: 

https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-

pandemic 

3. Who will be involved in the study?    

We would like to interview people who received a fixed penalty notice 

from the police for breaking the Coronavirus Regulations during the 

pandemic.  

https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-pandemic
https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-pandemic
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We would like to hear from a range of people, for example, men and 

women, people from different age groups and ethnic backgrounds, and 

from different parts of Scotland or the UK.   

4. Do I have to take part? 

No. It is up to you. If you do decide to take part, you are free to withdraw 

at any time without giving a reason. Deciding not to take part or 

withdrawing from the study will not affect your legal rights.  

If we do not hear from you after sending you this invitation we will 

assume you do not wish to take part and will not contact you again.    

5. What will the interview involve?  

The interview will take around an hour. We can interview you by 

telephone, by video call (using Microsoft Teams) or face to face.   

We will ask you some general questions about the Regulations, for 

example, if you found the rules easy or hard to follow.   

We will then ask you about the encounter in which you received a fixed 

penalty notice. For example, what happened, how you think the police 

handled the situation, and if you think you were treated fairly.   

With your consent, the interview will be video and/or audio recorded. We 

will then transcribe (make a written copy) of the interview.  
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6. What if I need help to take part?  

Some people may need help taking part in an interview, for example, if 

they have a hearing problem, a learning difficulty, or some other health 

related issue.  

If you wish to take part but you think you will need some additional 

support, please contact us to discuss this.  We will do everything we can 

to ensure you are supported and feel comfortable at all times.   

7. Consent to take part 

If you would like to take part in the study, we will need your written 

consent.  

Please read the enclosed Consent Form carefully before completing it 

and return the form in the enclosed pre-paid envelope.  

We will also check that you are still happy to take part by asking for your 

verbal consent at the start of the interview.    

8. Will my taking part be kept confidential? 

The research team will need to use some information about you 

(including your name and contact details) to conduct the study.  

This information will be kept confidential and your identity will remain 

anonymous. There are strict laws which safeguard your privacy at every 

stage.   
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9. How will we use information about you? 

Only the researchers working on this project will have access to your 

name and contact details. These details will be stored electronically, on 

a secure, password-protected computer file.  

People who do not need to know who you are will not be able to see 

your name or contact details. Your data will have a code number 

instead.  

We will keep all information about you safe and secure in a password 

protected computer system.  

You will not be identifiable in any publications, such as reports or 

academic papers.  

Your personal details (including name and address) and the interview 

recording will be destroyed at the end of the project (March 2023). The 

anonymised interview transcript (written copy) will be held by the 

University of Edinburgh for three years after the study has finished to 

allow us to continue using the research data for writing academic 

papers.  

With your consent, the anonymised interview transcript may be 

deposited in a data archive, so that it can be used for future research, by 

other researchers.   
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10. What are your choices about how your information is 

used? 

You can stop being part of the study at any time, without giving a 

reason. If you decide to withdraw from the study during the interview, we 

will retain the information that you have already given us in the interview, 

but we will destroy your personal details.  

In order for the research to be reliable, we cannot change any of the 

transcribed interview data after it has been provided.   

11. Where can you find out more about how your 

information is used? 

You can find out more about how we use your information  

 At https://www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/privacy-notice-

research 

 By asking a member of the research team 

 By sending an email to the University of Edinburgh Data Protection 

Officer at dpo@ed.ac.uk   

The University of Edinburgh is the sponsor for this study based in the 

United Kingdom. We will be using information from you to undertake this 

study and will act as the data controller for this study. This means that 

we are responsible for looking after your information and using it 

properly.  

As noted above, the University of Edinburgh will only keep identifiable 

information about you for the duration of the study. The anonymised 

interview transcript will be held by the University for three years after the 

study has finished.  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/privacy-notice-research
https://www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/privacy-notice-research
mailto:dpo@ed.ac.uk
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12. What happens with the results?   

We will publish our findings in academic papers, books, and in briefings 

for policymakers (for example, Scottish Government and Police 

Scotland). The findings will also be used to support teaching and 

research in the University of Edinburgh and other academic institutions.   

Findings from the project will also be available on the project website:    

https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-

pandemic 

13. Are there any potential risks to taking part?  

The study has received ethical approval from the University of Edinburgh 

School of Law Research Ethics Integrity and Governance Committee.  

Our first priority to conduct the research safely and ensure your 

information is kept secure. We do not expect that taking part in the 

research will cause you any disadvantage or discomfort. 

14. What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

We will send you a Love 2 Shop Voucher worth £20 to thank you for 

taking part in the interview.  

Taking part in the study will also help to inform policy and practice, and 

to plan for any future public health emergencies. For example, the 

findings will help inform the UK and Scottish Government inquiries into 

the pandemic. The findings will also be shared with Police Scotland, 

Public Health Scotland and other public bodies involved in responding to 

the pandemic.  

https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-pandemic
https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/research-projects/policing-the-pandemic


 Page 8 of 9                                                   Public Participant Information Sheet 

15. Who has reviewed the study? 

The study proposal has been reviewed and approved by the University 

of Edinburgh School of Law Research Ethics Integrity and Governance 

Committee. 

16. What do I need to do now? 

If you would like to take part, please complete and return the enclosed 

Consent Form in the enclosed pre-paid envelope. 

Once we have received your Consent Form, we will arrange a suitable 

date and time for the interview.   

17. Questions or concerns? 

If you have any questions about the study, or wish to express any 

concerns, you can contact a member of the study team using the contact 

details below.   

Thank you for taking time to read this information sheet. We hope that 

you will take part in this important study and help us make a positive 

difference.  
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18. Study Contacts  

Researchers:  

Dr Kath Murray: Kath.Murray@ed.ac.uk  

Dr Vicky Gorton: v.gorton@ed.ac.uk 

Phone: 07551177273   

Study Director:  

Professor Susan McVie: s.mcvie@ed.ac.uk 

 
If you would like to discuss this study with someone independent of the 

study team please contact:  

 

Shauna Thompson, Head of Research, Knowledge Exchange and 

Impact Office, School of Law, University of Edinburgh: 

shauna.thompson@ed.ac.uk 

 If you wish to make a complaint about the study, please contact: 

The University of Edinburgh Research Governance Team: 

cahss.res.ethics@ed.ac.uk  

mailto:Kath.Murray@ed.ac.uk
mailto:v.gorton@ed.ac.uk
mailto:s.mcvie@ed.ac.uk
mailto:shauna.thompson@ed.ac.uk
mailto:cahss.res.ethics@ed.ac.uk

