EDINBURGH LEGAL EDUCATION TRUST

REGULATIONS FOR PhD SCHOLARSHIP

Scope

The scholarship is available for postgraduate research in Scots private law at the University of Edinburgh leading to the degree of PhD. The scholarship is offered by the Edinburgh Legal Education Trust, which was formed in 1996 for the advancement of legal education. The Trustees wish to award a single scholarship for study beginning in either September 2012 or September 2013.
Choice of topic

Applicants are free, indeed expected, to choose their own topic. The emphasis, however, should be on legal doctrine rather than on, for example, legal theory or socio-legal issues. Historical or comparative perspectives are welcome. A list of possible topics is given in the Appendix but there are many others. Professor Kenneth Reid (Kenneth.reid@ed.ac.uk), the Scholarship Administrator, would be happy to give informal advice. Examples of the type of work that the Trustees are willing to fund may be found in two PhD theses now published as books: Ross Gilbert Anderson, Assignation and Andrew J M Steven, Pledge and Lien. Details of current PhD students at Edinburgh, and their topics, can be found at http://www.law.ed.ac.uk/research/students/.
Eligibility

The scholarship is open to anyone who, by the start of the PhD programme, holds an honours or a masters degree in law (or equivalent), and who is accepted by the University of Edinburgh for postgraduate study. Preference may be given to those holding a masters degree. Further details about postgraduate study at Edinburgh may be obtained from the Postgraduate Office, School of Law, Old College, South Bridge, Edinburgh EH8 9YL (www.law.ed.ac.uk).   

An application to the Trust may be made in advance of being accepted by the University of Edinburgh. Applicants applying to begin their studies in September 2013 may disregard the requirement on the School's scholarship form that a complete application for admission must be submitted before the scholarship application is made. However, such applicants should ensure that their application includes full details of their grades in individual courses, and that they arrange for two referees to submit references to the School of Law Postgraduate Office - by email to pg.law@ed.ac.uk - by the closing date.

Duration

The scholarship is awarded for one year in the first instance, but will be renewed annually for a further two years, subject to satisfactory progress.

Value 

The scholarship has the same value as a Studentship awarded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). This means that the scholarship comprises fees at home students’ rate and a maintenance award (currently £13,590). In addition, a limited amount of assistance may be given by the Trust in respect of research expenses, but this will not normally exceed £400 in a year.

Fees will be paid by the Trust directly to the University of Edinburgh.  The maintenance allowance will be paid in four equal instalments on 15 September, 15 December, 15 March and 15 June.

Scholars past and present

Two Scholars are currently funded for PhD study by the Edinburgh Legal Education Trust: Jill Robbie (Water Law in Scotland) and Bonnie Holligan (Protection of Ownership in Scots law). There have been five previous such Scholars: Ross Gilbert Anderson (Assignation); Dot Reid (Fraud in Scots Private Law); Peter Webster (Leasehold Conditions); Adelyn Wilson (Viscount Stair's Sources and Citations in a Humanist and Natural Law Context); and Johnnie MacLeod (Voidable Title: Scots Law in European Context). Dr Webster is pursuing a career in legal practice; all of the others hold lecturing positions at one of the Scottish universities.
Part-time employment

Scholars are expected to devote their whole time to the study of their subject.  Part-time teaching and other work relevant to the Scholar’s research may be undertaken but must not exceed three hours per week.  For any other paid employment, the permission of the Trustees is required.

Scholars must inform the Scholarship Administrator of any other awards which they receive during the year.  The Trustees reserve the right to review the level of the scholarship in the light of the availability of other funding. 

Applications and closing date

Applications should be made via the School of Law scholarship application form, available at http://www.law.ed.ac.uk/pg/scholarships.aspx.
Applications should normally be received by 4 May 2012. (Please note that the same closing date applies for applicants intending to commence their study in 2012 as for those intending to commence in 2013.)  The Trustees reserve full discretion to offer, or not to offer, a scholarship.

APPENDIX: Possible subjects for LLM and PhD study in private law

The following are merely suggestions. Obviously, there are many other subjects which could be fruitfully pursued.

Leases: eg, constitution, transfer and extinction; rights and duties of the parties; commercial leases

Trusts: eg constitution and nature; administration; powers and liabilities of trustees; trusts arising by operation of law, especially constructive trusts; history

Succession: eg
 legacies; special destinations; legal rights; executry

Aspects of the law of rights in security

Good faith

Neighbour law: eg trespass; encroachment; nuisance; aemulatio vicini

Public rights over land, especially roads law

Public rights over water

Negative prescription

Law of persons and personality

Unincorporated associations

Liferents

The influence of Roman law or English law on Scots private law

One or more institutional writers

Minerals (perhaps extending to look at separate tenements generally)

Sale

Delict: eg public authority liability; defamation; intentional delicts; privacy; causation

Unjustified enrichment

Negotiorum gestio

Contract: eg formation; defects of consent; implied terms; jus quaesitum tertio; breach 

Set-off

Remedies

1
2

