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*
 Europa Institute, University of Edinburgh. 

1
 This paper is a revised version of the inaugural lecture Charlie Jeffery delivered as Professor of Politics at the 

University of Edinburgh on 28 March 2006. 
2
 The terminology of ‘regions’ is in many places contested. It is, however, a standard terminology for comparative 

analysis, offering a shorthand route through the various and politically complex terminologies of that tier of government 

below central government and above local government, and it will be used here. 
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3
  There are plenty of objections to the use of the term ‘nation-state’, not least because in many of the states 

which contain legislative regions the congruence of nationhood and statehood is imperfect, ambiguous and often 

contested.  
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 Belgium has two largely overlapping forms of regional government, Regions, and Communities. For simplicity’s sake 

we use ‘region’ to include both. 
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5
 Marshall had been Commissioner for Education in the postwar British Occupation Zone in Germany. 
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