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•  Trea@es	
  are	
  wriAen	
  agreements	
  
between	
  states	
  crea@ng	
  legally	
  
binding	
  obliga@ons	
  for	
  states	
  which	
  
have	
  accepted	
  them	
  

•  Many	
  environmental	
  trea@es	
  are	
  
“framework”	
  trea@es	
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Conven&on	
  on	
  Biological	
  Diversity	
  

• The	
  Conven@on	
  was	
  opened	
  for	
  
signature	
  on	
  5	
  June	
  1992	
  

•  It	
  entered	
  into	
  force	
  on	
  29	
  December	
  
1992	
  

• The	
  United	
  Kingdom	
  became	
  a	
  party	
  on	
  1	
  
September	
  1994	
  

• The	
  Conven@on	
  currently	
  has	
  193	
  par@es	
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Conven&on	
  on	
  Biological	
  Diversity	
  

	
  “The	
  Objec@ves	
  of	
  this	
  Conven@on	
  …	
  
are	
  the	
  conserva@on	
  of	
  biological	
  
diversity,	
  the	
  sustainable	
  u@liza@on	
  
of	
  its	
  components,	
  and	
  the	
  fair	
  and	
  
equitable	
  sharing	
  of	
  the	
  benefits	
  
arising	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  u@liza@on	
  of	
  
gene@c	
  resources.”	
  

School of Law, 
University of Edinburgh 



Conven&on	
  on	
  Biological	
  Diversity	
  

•  Cartagena	
  Protocol	
  
•  Nagoya	
  Protocol	
  
•  Conference	
  of	
  the	
  Par@es	
  (COP)	
  Decisions	
  

–  Strategic	
  Plan	
  
–  Thema@c	
  Programmes	
  of	
  Work	
  
– Other	
  COP	
  decisions	
  

•  Clearing	
  House	
  Mechanism	
  

•  Repor@ng	
  Mechanism	
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Other	
  Interna&onal	
  
Environmental	
  Trea&es	
  

•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Climate	
  Change	
  and	
  Protocol	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  the	
  Law	
  of	
  the	
  Sea	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  the	
  Ozone	
  Layer	
  and	
  Protocol	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Persistent	
  Organic	
  Pollutants	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Interna@onal	
  Trade	
  in	
  Endangered	
  Species	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Wetlands	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Migratory	
  Species	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Hazardous	
  Chemicals	
  and	
  Pes@cides	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Transboundary	
  Impact	
  Assessment	
  
•  Conven@on	
  on	
  Long-­‐Range	
  Transboundary	
  Air	
  Pollu@on	
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NGOS	
  and	
  interna&onal	
  
environmental	
  trea&es	
  

• Involvement	
  in	
  treaty-­‐making	
  
– Na@onal	
  lobbying	
  
– Interna@onal	
  lobbying	
  
– The	
  importance	
  of	
  networks	
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NGOS	
  and	
  interna&onal	
  
environmental	
  trea&es	
  

	
  “Each	
  Party	
  shall	
  promote	
  the	
  
applica@on	
  of	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  this	
  
Conven@on	
  in	
  interna@onal	
  
environmental	
  decision-­‐making	
  
processes	
  and	
  within	
  the	
  framework	
  of	
  
interna@onal	
  organiza@ons	
  in	
  maAers	
  
rela@ng	
  to	
  the	
  environment.”	
  

Aarhus	
  Conven@on,	
  Ar@cle	
  3(7)	
  

School of Law, 
University of Edinburgh 



The	
  influence	
  of	
  trea&es	
  on	
  
na&onal	
  law	
  and	
  policy	
  

•  Trea@es	
  are	
  NOT	
  binding	
  as	
  a	
  maAer	
  of	
  
na@onal	
  law	
  (i.e.	
  they	
  cannot	
  be	
  enforced	
  
through	
  na@onal	
  courts)	
  UNLESS	
  they	
  have	
  
been	
  incorporated	
  into	
  na@onal	
  legisla@on	
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Nature	
  Conserva&on	
  	
  
(Scotland)	
  Act	
  2004	
  

1.  It	
  is	
  the	
  duty	
  of	
  every	
  public	
  body	
  and	
  office-­‐holder,	
  
in	
  exercising	
  any	
  func@ons,	
  to	
  further	
  the	
  
conserva@on	
  of	
  biodiversity	
  so	
  far	
  as	
  is	
  consistent	
  
with	
  the	
  proper	
  exercise	
  of	
  those	
  func@ons.	
  
	
  In	
  complying	
  with	
  the	
  duty	
  imposed	
  by	
  subsec@on	
  	
  
	
  (1)	
  a	
  body	
  or	
  office-­‐holder	
  must	
  have	
  regard	
  to—	
  

(a)  any	
  strategy	
  designated	
  under	
  sec@on	
  2(1),	
  and	
  
(b)  the	
  United	
  Na@ons	
  Environmental	
  Programme	
  

Conven@on	
  on	
  Biological	
  Diversity	
  of	
  5	
  June	
  1992	
  as	
  
amended	
  from	
  @me	
  to	
  @me	
  (or	
  any	
  United	
  Na@ons	
  
Conven@on	
  replacing	
  that	
  Conven@on)	
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Climate	
  Change	
  	
  
(Scotland)	
  Act	
  2009	
  

4.  The	
  Scogsh	
  Ministers	
  must,	
  when	
  segng	
  
annual	
  targets,	
  also	
  have	
  regard	
  to	
  the	
  
following	
  maAers	
  (the	
  “target-­‐segng	
  
criteria”)	
  

	
  …	
  

(j)	
  European	
  and	
  interna@onal	
  law	
  and	
  policy	
  
rela@ng	
  to	
  climate	
  change.	
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NGOS	
  and	
  interna&onal	
  
environmental	
  trea&es	
  

• Involvement	
  in	
  implementa@on	
  
of	
  interna@onal	
  environmental	
  
trea@es	
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Questions? 
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