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I.
 Context of Scottish Independence

• on-going constitutional conversation

• 1978 devolution referendum - unsuccessful

• 1997 devolution referendum - successful

• 2007 Scottish Parliamentary elections - maiden 

victory for Scottish National Party

• long held policy on independence/autonomy

• “National Conversation” announced 14 August 2007
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II.
 Range of Issues

• Recasting of host-/sub-state relations
• Novelty of ‘indigenously initiated’ referendum

• Array of procedural matters
• Who are voters? 
• Who can initiate? 
• How and who frames the question? 
• Mandates and majorities

•  Transformative capacity of ICTs?
• Can the circumstances of deliberation be 

accommodated in a referendum process?
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III.
 Deliberative Problematics 

• Assumption in constitutional/political theory that 
referendum processes not properly deliberative

• Inability to meet the key requirements of publicity, 
reason-giving and responsiveness (Gutmann and Thompson)

• ‘extreme majoritarianism’ & chilling / lobster traps’ 
& irreversibility (Chambers)

• architecture of serendipity, absence of (Sunstein)

• broader research project/engagement with Exec.
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IV.
 Scottish e-Democracy

Scottish Parliament, 1999 ff.

• e-petititons system

• website - webcasting/documentation 

Scotland generally 2000 ff.

• emergence of cyber-Nats

• blogosphere (NB. not exclusively ‘information 

cocoons’)

• newspaper forums
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V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/a-national-conversation

6

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/a-national-conversation
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/a-national-conversation


V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

Principal Choices:

Core policy statements/contributions
Text, video, downloads
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V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

Participation:

by email, letter
ministerial blogs
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V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

FAQs:
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V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

Translated Docs:
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V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

Make Your Voice Heard:

Forums

11



V.
 National Conversation & e-Dem (cont.)

Make Your Voice Heard:

Forums
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VI.
 Round-Up

•Deliberation as a passion killer?

•NatConv site
•no registration requirement
•moderation
•‘core information’
•links to MSP blogs (graffitti?)
•All supplemental to online activity.
•serendipity?

13



VI.
 Round-Up

•Enclave deliberation and cyber-nats
”... in deliberating bodies, high-status members tend to speak more 
than others, and their ideas are more influential - partly because 
low-status members lack confidence in their own abilities, and 
partly because they fear retribution." Sunstein

•French revolution, Chinese officials... 
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