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The European Commission is one of the world’s most powerful and distinctive international administrations.  Yet, our knowledge of it remains primitive.  Consider how many basic questions remain unanswered:
· Is the Commission in decline?  Or does it have far more (and more important) work to do today than ever before?

· Have recent administrative made the Commission a more efficient, high-performance organisation?  Or fatally wounded it?

· Has enlargement brought a dose of youth and energy to the Commission?  Or made it more difficult to manage?
Our international team of experts works within the EU-Consent Network of Excellence, partly funded through Framework programme VI.  We will conduct (in 2008) the most comprehensive survey in the Commission’s history.  We aim to answer the above questions along with an even more fundamental one:
What is distinctive about the European Commission and the people who work for it? 
We will primarily investigate four areas:
1. the Commission as a working environment

2. the impact of reform
3. the impact of enlargement 

4. the Commission’s role in the EU institutional system
TO LEARN MORE:   john@peterberg.org
                 http://www.eu-consent.net/content.asp?ContentId=534
� Team leader and coordinator.





