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“One of the matters that requires urgent attention is the inadequate linkage 

between the Community’s activities and democratic opinion within member 

states… 

 

Successive Irish Governments…have been happy enough to allow this form of 

democratic deficit to persist, fearing that a greater involvement of the 

[Parliament] in the Community decision-making process might reduce the 

margin of manoeuvre of government in subsequent negotiations and lead to 

Government/]Parliament] clashes… 

 

This has been a shortsighted view, and persistence with it could intensify the 

alienation of the Irish electorate from the European process…” 
�
*
�������������%�������
��
��
�1��
����������)�
�
�


