On 1 May Elizabeth Bomberg (Politics and IR) hosted a workshop on ‘ Climate Change and Inter-Governmental Relations in Transatlantic Perspective’  in the Raeburn Room, Old College. The workshop was part of the Europa Institute-funded ‘EU, Climate Change and Global Environmental Governance’  seminar series and was supported further by the University of Edinburgh’s Politics and IR subject area and the University Association of Contemporary European Studies.  It brought together academics and post-graduates from across the university (Geosciences, Law, Politics/IR) with special guest Prof M Schreuers (Free University Berlin) and  practitioners from the NGO sector and Scottish government.  The blend of academic and practitioner insight resulted in fruitful, intriguing and often quite spirited discussion of intergovernmental dynamics of climate change. 
The discussion and papers made clear the importance of the subnational level in implementation but also innovation in climate change policies. The discussions also underlined that extent to which  addressing climate change requires sustained interaction and cooperation between levels of governance (sub-national/ national/ supranational/international), but that such interaction can raised complex, thorny constitutional issues implicated.  To explain cross national  - especially transatlantic  - differences in climate change relations, the discussion touched on a wide range of possible variables,  including  institutional and  cultural factors, the differing role of the state, NGOs and business practices.  Several talks also raised the role of competition and the largely positive ‘race to the top’ effect that competition could have on policies. The range and depth of discussion suggested there may well be scope for another workshop or at least further collaboration. 

