AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:  L.L.B. DEGREE

1st Year

In Year 1 the L.L.B. programme aims to promote:

Knowledge and Understanding of 

1. the sources and institutions of Scots law in its wider context

2. legal concepts

3. legal philosophy

4. legal rules in a variety of areas

5. the UK constitution from a legal perspective

6. legal analysis

7. the socio-economic framework in which legal rules operate

The programme also aims to develop:-

(a) Intellectual Skills so that students are able to:

1. independently research and write up a topic

2. synthesise material from a variety of sources (both legal and non-legal)

3. analyse, evaluate and interpret legal sources

4. apply knowledge of legal rules/concepts/principles to the solution of problems

5. view critically existing legal rules

(b) Practical Skills so that students are able to:

1. use library skill to acquire legal knowledge

2. use computer skills to acquire legal knowledge

3. research a topic or problem

(c) Transferable/key skills so that students are able to:

1. communicate effectively (in writing and orally)

2. summarise, analyse and evaluate material

3. use IT competently

4. analyse problems and propose solutions

5. think critically and creatively

6.
work in groups



2nd year 

In Year 2 the L.L.B. programme aims to promote:

Knowledge and Understanding of 

1.
legal concepts

2.
legal theory 

3.
legal rules in a variety of areas; including the institutions of the EU from a legal perspective, the law of property and criminal law 

4.
legal analysis

5.
the socio-economic framework in which legal rules operate

The programme also aims to develop:-

(a) Intellectual Skills so that students are able to:

1.  show a sound understanding of foundational concepts developed in Year 1 and demonstrate ability to use this knowledge in the acquisition and application of further knowledge in Year 2

2.  apply the intellectual skills developed in year one at a deeper level; for instance, by  applying  knowledge of legal rules/concepts/principles to the solution of problems which are more complex than ones encountered in Year 1

3.  update knowledge and identify and respond to legal change   

4.
be in a position to enhance their intellectual skills in the course of Year 3

(b) Practical Skills so that students are able to:

1.
use library skills to acquire legal knowledge

2.
use IT skills to acquire and test legal knowledge

3.
research a difficult topic or problem

(c) Transferable /key skills

Students are expected to reinforce, consolidate and deepen the transferable/key skills developed in Year 1. Increased capacity for independent research and writing should also occur. 



In Years 3 and 4 the LLB (Hons) programme aims to promote advanced knowledge and understanding of the theory, concepts and rules of Law in their socio-economic, institutional, and historical frameworks.
The programme also aims to develop:-

a) Intellectual Skills so that the students are able to:

1. Advance skills of communication, argumentation and debate acquired in Years 1 and 2. 

2. Independently produce a piece of research which displays critical understanding, sound analysis and independence of mind. 

3. Synthesise material from a broader variety of sources and with more discrimination than would be expected in Years 1 and 2. 

4. Apply knowledge of rules, concepts and principles to hypothetical problems and in a more sophisticated and reflective way than is expected in Years 1 and 2. 

5. Improve writing skills, including the ability systematically to structure a sizeable piece of academic writing, to express views and ideas succinctly, to pursue an argument with proper care and attention to academic literature, and proper recognition of counter-argument to a greater extent than would be expected in Years 1 and 2. 

b) Practical Skills so that the students are able to:
1. Develop advanced library skills to acquire knowledge

2. Develop advanced computer skills and in particular the use of databases.

3. Systematically and independently to conduct academic research.

c) Transferable/ Key skills
Students are expected to reinforce, consolidate and deepen the transferable/key skills developed in Years 1 and 2. Increased capacity for independent research and writing should also occur.

4th Year
By virtue of completing a dissertation the students should be able to:

1. Through discussion, isolate an appropriate topic for research, develop a plan and realise that plan in an extended piece of work.

2. Structure a substantial and appropriately referenced piece of work, present it concisely and express themselves clearly and coherently. 

3. Develop working knowledge and critical understanding of key literature in the chosen field.

4. Explain and justify research methods used in that research where appropriate.

5. Manage an extended period of time independently to achieve disparate goals. 

6. Produce a piece of work which is creative with a high standard of analysis, displays systematic and discriminatory understanding of the literature of the field, and builds substantially upon knowledge and analysis developed in 3rd year.
***

