College of Humanities and Social Science

Classification of Honours Degrees

(For those who enter Junior Honours in 2005-06)

Degree Classification is based on all courses at SCQF levels 9 and 10 taken in the final two years of study for a four-year Honours degree.

Rules for Classification
A.  Classification is governed by University Assessment Regulation 9.6, as follows:

 The Board of Examiners at its main meeting for assessment of students in their final year is responsible for deriving the classification for award of an honours degree. For students who entered their first honours year in or after 2004/05, within a year the assessment weighting of a course within a year is proportional to its credit value. For students entering their first honours year in or after 2005/06 degree class is assigned by calculating the mean of marks of the individual courses, weighted by the number of credit points of each course, with the exceptions as outlined in (a) to (c) below: 

	(a) 
	For degrees with two honours years, including degree programmes with an obligatory period of residence/study abroad, the classification is based on performance in both honours years, which are equally weighted except for: 
 

	 
	(i)
	modern language degree programmes with a prescribed period of residence abroad where credit points for language acquisition through residence are aggregated with those associated with the language learning in the final year and where the classification is based on two honours years in line with this aggregation;
 

	 
	(ii)
	degree programmes where students can opt to spend a period of residence/study abroad, where for students who entered their first honours year in or after 2005/06, credits will be allocated for the study abroad but these are weighted zero in the final classification;
 

	 
	(iii)
	the MA in International Business, where the classification for these students is based solely on the final honours year; and
 

	 
	(iv)
	the MA with Honours in American Studies where, for students who entered their first Honours year in 2006/07, the classification is based solely on the final honours year.


Rule 1:  One mark for each course, and its weight in credit points, should therefore be presented to the Board of Examiners. Marks awarded in and after 2005/06 are expressed according to the Common Marking Scale published in University Assessment Regulation 8.1  The mark for each course should be rounded according to the instructions in Assessment Regulation 9.16, as follows:

 […] When marks for courses are finalised, before they are returned to Registry and released to students, they must be rounded to an integer, i.e. with no decimal places. Any mark which is xx.50 or above is rounded up and any number which is xx.49 or below is rounded down, e.g. 59.50% is rounded to 60%, 59.49% is rounded to 59%. Individual Honours course marks must be rounded before return to Registry and the rounded marks must be used in calculating the overall mean mark to be used in classification. The overall mean mark is not rounded.

Rule 2:  Calculate the mean of all marks, duly weighted according to the credit value of the courses concerned.  Except when the mean mark is borderline, award the class that corresponds to the mean mark as indicated in Assessment Regulation 9.6.  
· Where marks are borderline, see Rule 3 below.  

· Where there are special circumstances such as illness, see section C below.  
· To be eligible for an Honours award, students must meet the conditions of University Assessment Regulation 9.5 (b):

The senior honours year […] Boards of Examiners have the responsibility to decide which students can graduate […]. To graduate […] students must attain at least 80 credits and be awarded an aggregate pass for the 120 credits of senior honours […] study and must satisfy any other specific requirements for the degree programme. The Board of Examiners may propose to the College that an award of an Ordinary or General degree be made to students who do not achieve these requirements, on the basis of their junior honours achievements.
 B.  Borderline Marks:
University Undergraduate Assessment Regulation 9.8 defines Borderline marks:

9.8  Boards of Examiners must consider students whose marks are borderline for progression, award or classification purposes. Borderline marks are defined as marks from two percentage points below the class or grade boundary up to the boundary itself, e.g. 58.00% to 59.99% for a 2.2.  
Rule 3:  To ensure equity over all Honours programmes, Schools in the College of Humanities and Social Science have agreed that borderline cases should be resolved as follows:

(a) Where 50% or more of the marks (e.g. marks for courses totalling 120 credits or more out of a maximum of 240 credits) fall in a class or classes above that indicated by the mean mark, award the class above that indicated by the mean mark.

(b) Where 50% or more of the marks fall in or below the class indicated by the mean mark, award the class indicated by the mean mark.

 C.   Special Circumstances:
Rule 4:  Due consideration should be given to:

Any personal circumstances which are clearly beyond the student’s control and for which there is sufficient documentary evidence to show that these circumstances may have adversely affected a student’s performance in an assessment.  

(See University Assessment Regulations 9.11-9.13, with link to supplementary advice).  

