SCHOOL OF LAW

16 MARCH 2005 

PART ONE REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE



1.1
Admissions Issues

A report supplied by the HSS UG Admissions office has indicated that the team is endeavouring to make just enough offers to meet the target number of students.  In effect this means that the vast majority of offers are to students holding AAAAA at Higher.  It will mean that a lot of very good students (AAAAB) will not receive offers.  

Any complaints or enquiries from disappointed applicants are to be dealt with by the College Admissions Office.  

It appears that the level of applications for PG places is below that at the equivalent time last year, although the School may reasonably estimate an intake of 120-130 for 2005/06.  New initiatives in the promotion of the MSc in Criminology and Criminal Justice are being taken forward, including the publicising of academic contacts for potential applicants.  There have been more expressions of interest regarding PhD applications for Criminology than might ordinarily be expected.  

1.2
Teaching Issues [to be deleted if inc. in Report from UGSC?]

Law UGSC has considered, and recommends, provision for a temporary relaxation of the standard ceiling of 25 on Honours class sizes, subject to the approval of the course organisers concerned.  Thanks are due to colleagues who have made valiant efforts to preserve courses during their absences on sabbatical leave.  However, the provision of even one or two more Honours courses will help the situation enormously.
1.3
Research Issues


These will be considered via the Report of the Research Committee.

1.4
Estates Issues

Discussions with University agencies regarding the School’s need to expand its staff and research student spaces, and its usage of centrally bookable rooms, are ongoing.  The School needs to demonstrate to the University that it takes the annually reiterated concerns regarding its usage of centrally bookable rooms seriously.  As of this session, surcharges will be levied on the School if it does not demonstrate this.  The School also needs to define all measures that might reasonably be taken to bring its practices into line with the University’s requirements, and prove that it is doing so.

1.5
Principal’s Visit to the School of Law

The visit of the Principal to the School of Law has been rescheduled to the afternoon of Wednesday 26 October 2005.
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