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Introduction of citizenship attribution iure sanguinis a patre et a matre 
 
 
FRA  IRE   GER POR FIN           SWI* 
(’45)  (’56)   (’75) (’81) GRE           (‘06) 
       (’84) 

SPA  
     DEN ICE BEL 
     (’78) (’82) NET 
       SWI* 

NOR  AUT (’85) 
SWE  ITA  
(’79)  UK  

      (’83) 
  

|  |       |  |  |  |  | 
 
1945  1955      1965 1975  1985  1995  2005 
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 Ius soli at birth Ius soli after birth  
(incl. privileged naturalisation) 

AUT – By naturalisation after 4 (minor) or 6 
(adult) years residence before application 
(since  1999). 

BEL 
 

Ex lege if one parent born in BEL and resided in 
BEL 5 out of 10 years before birth (since 1992); 
by declaration if parents are resident during 10 
years preceding declaration (since 1992); 

By declaration from age 18 if resident since 
birth (since 2000); by declaration before 
age of 12 if parents are resident during 10 
years preceding declaration (since 1992); 
by declaration between age of 18-22 if 
resident 1 year before declaration and 
between age 14-18, or 9 years in total 
(since 2000). 

DEN – By declaration if parent from Nordic 
country (for others abolished in 2004) 

FIN – By declaration between age 18-23 if 6 years 
resident, last 2 years uninterrupted. 

FRA Ex lege if one parent born in FRA  
(before 1994: or if parent born in former 
colony; 1994-1998: or if parent born in 
Algeria before 1962 and has 5 year residence 
in FRA). 

Ex lege at age 18 if 5 years resident since 
age 11; by declaration between age 16-18 if 
5 years resident since age 11; or by 
declaration between age 13-16 if 5 years 
resident since age 8 (1994-1998: by 
declaration at age 16-21 if 5 years 
residence prior to declaration). 

GER 
 

Ex lege if one parent has certain residence status 
and 8 years residence (with delayed renunciation 
provision) (since 2000). 

– 

GRE – By naturalisation from age 18 if permanent 
residence. 

ICE – – 
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 Ius soli at birth Ius soli after birth  
(incl. privileged naturalisation) 

IRE By declaration if one parent has residence in the 
island of Ireland for 3 of the 4 years prior to birth 
(since 2004) 

– 

ITA – By declaration at age 18-19 if uninterrupted 
residence since birth (before 1992: also 
interrupted and illegal residence); by 
naturalisation from age 18 if resident 3 
years. 

LUX – By declaration from age 18 if resident 1 
year before declaration and 5 years 
uninterrupted in the past (with renunciation 
of previous citizenship). 

NET Ex lege if one parent born in NET By declaration from age 18 if resident since 
birth (since 1985). 

NOR – – 
POR 
 

Ex lege if one parent born in POR (since 2006); 
by declaration if one parent has 5 years residence 
(before 2006: 10 years, or 6 years if from POR 
speaking country; before 1994: 6 years for all). 

By naturalisation if one parent has 5 years 
residence and minor has concluded 4 years 
primary school (since 2006). 

SPA Ex lege if one parent born in SPA (before 1982: 
both parents) 

By naturalisation if resident 1 year (1982).  

SWE – By declaration before 18 when resident 5 
years, or at 18-20 when resident since 13. 
(since 2001) 

SWI – – 
UK Ex lege if married parent or mother has 

permanent residence (before 1983: no residence 
conditions). 

By declaration until age 18 if parent 
becomes citizen or resident, or from age 10 
if resident 10 years since birth 
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 Renunciation 
demand 

Loss due to 
voluntary 
acquisition 

Strasbourg 
Convention 
(Chapter 1) 

Second 
Protocol  

ECN1 

AUT Yes Yes Yes,  
with exceptions 

– Yes 

BEL 
 

– – 
(2008) 

– 
(2008) 

– – 

DEN Yes Yes Yes – Yes 
FIN – 

(2003) 
– 
(2003) 

– – Yes 

FRA – – 
(1973) 

– 
(2009) 

– 
(2009) 

– 

GER 
 

Yes, with. 
exceptions2 (2000) 

Yes2 – 
(2002) 

– Yes 

GRE – – – – – 
ICE – 

 
– 
(2003) 

– – – 
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 Renunciation 
demand 

Loss due to 
voluntary 
acquisition 

Strasbourg 
Convention 
(Chapter 1) 

Second 
Protocol  

ECN1 

IRE – – – – – 
ITA – 

(1992) 
–3 

(1992) 
Yes Yes – 

LUX – 
(2009) 

– 
(2009) 

– 
(2009) 

– – 

NET Yes,  with 
exceptions   
(1992-1996: –) 

Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

NOR Yes Yes Yes – – 
POR – – 

(1981) 
– – Yes 

SPA Yes, with 
exceptions  
(1990)4   

Yes, with 
exceptions 
(1990/2003)4  

– – – 

SWE – 
(2001) 

– 
(2001) 

– 
(2002) 

– Yes 

SWI  -  
(1992) 

-– – – – 

UK – – – – – 
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 Residence (years) Language Integration Ceremony Fees (in Euros) 
 

AUT 10 Interview 
(1999) 

Exam 
(2005) 

– 9431 

(2006) 

BEL 
 

3 – – – –  
(2000) 

DEN 9  
(before 2002: 7) 

Certificate  
(2005) 

Certificate 
(2005) 

Obligatory 
 (2005) 

130 

FIN 6 Certificate  
(2003) 

– – 400 

FRA 5 Interview Interview Voluntary 
(2007) 

– 
(2001) 

GER 
 

8  
(before 2000: 15) 

Interview Test  
(2000)  

– 255 

GRE 10  
(before 1993: 8)  

Interview Interview – 1470 

ICE 7 – – – – 
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 Residence (years) Language Integration Ceremony Fees (in Euros) 
 

IRE 4   – – – 635 
ITA 10  

(before 1992: 5) 
– – – – 

LUX 7  
(before 2009: 5) 
(before 2002: 10) 

Certificate  
(2001) 

– – –  
(2002) 

NET 5 Exam  
(2003) 

Exam  
(2003) 

Obligatory 
(2006) 

3662 

(2003) 
NOR 7 Certificate 

(2008) 
– – 283 

POR 
 

6   
(1994-2006: 10)3 

Certificate – 
(2006) 

– 56 

SPA 10 (2)4 Interview – – – 
SWE 5 – – – 160 
SWI 12 (6)5 Interview Interview – varies by canton 
UK 5 Certificate 

(2002) 
Certificate 
(2002) 

Obligatory 
(2002) 

400 
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