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	Further details
Hitherto there has been no rigorous and detailed study of the libraries of Scots lawyers in the first half of the eighteenth century. A well-educated group, members of the bar, the Faculty of Advocates, usually followed university study in Scotland with legal study abroad. Many were book collectors, going beyond a library necessary for practice. Study of their libraries will achieve the wider aims of improving understanding of Scots law and its practice in the early 18th Century, as well as focusing on the intellectual milieu of the Scottish landed classes from which members of the Faculty of Advocates, who were prominent in Enlightenment thinking and practice later in the century, were largely drawn. Detailed study of a single library provides a way to understand and explain the collecting practices of Scots lawyers, linking them to general concerns in contemporary Scotland, as well as to legal scholarship and practice. It will promote the wider objective of understanding early-eighteenth-century intellectual history.

The proposal is that a detailed study be made of the library of Charles Erskine (or Areskine) (1680-1763) (normally designated as of Tinwald), Regent in Philosophy (1701), then Regius Professor of Public Law and the Law of Nature and Nations (1707) in the University of Edinburgh. Admitted as an advocate in 1711, Erskine became Solicitor General (1725), Lord Advocate (1737), Senator of the College of Justice (1744), and Lord Justice-Clerk (1748). Active in politics, Erskine became an M.P. in 1722, and from 1725 was linked to the Earl of Islay (later 3rd Duke of Argyll). Despite his academic posts, his career was one of a legal practitioner and politician.

Erskine’s library is particularly suitable for such a study, because a substantial portion, perhaps as much as two-thirds of what he owned by 1731, survives in the Alva Collections of the National Library of Scotland (NLS) and the Advocates’ Library (AdvL). Also, his manuscript book catalogue form 1731 survives as MS 3183 on deposit in the NLS from the AdvL. This catalogue also notes at least some acquisitions after 1731. A shelf catalogue of his son’s library, incorporating his father’s, also survives as MS La.III.755 in Edinburgh University Library, as does a catalogue of his wife’s library (NLS, MS 5161, fols. 17-27).

The research would require transcription of the 1731 catalogue, identification of the books listed and then physical examination of them where surviving, as well as of other books in the two Alva Collections not listed in the 1731 catalogue. This would permit production of a near-complete catalogue of Erskine’s library, taking into account the book plates and indications of provenance. Information about provenance would illuminate Erskine’s collecting practices. For this part of the research, the student would be based primarily in the NLS, where training would be delivered in bibliography, bibliographical databases, palaeography, and the study of provenance. Location in the NLS would give much easier access to the Alva Special collection than available in the public Reading Room. The student would also have access to the AdvL for examination of the Alva Collection there. This work would provide the foundation for an analysis of the collection and its development.
It would then be possible for the student to develop this analysis in a variety of ways, depending on background and interests. These possibilities would include the balance of legal to non-legal books; the differing nature of the contents of the legal collection in the light of contemporary legal study and practice; the relationship of the collection to general Scottish and European intellectual history in the eighteenth century. Comparison could also be made with surviving book catalogues of other Scottish lawyers of this era, which would permit development of an understanding as to what extent it was unusual and to what extent typical. The student could also consider the relationship between Erskine’s collecting to his practice as a lawyer. This could be achieved by examination of the Alva Collection of Session Papers in the AdvL. In a legal process that was largely written, study of legal papers drafted by Erskine would facilitate comparison of works cited by him with works in his Library, allowing understanding of his use of his library and of his collecting practices. Further, a substantial proportion of Erskine’s correspondence survives in the Erskine Murray and Paul Papers in the NLS. Examination of this may throw light on Erskine’s collecting; but it would also permit examination of his life and achievements as they reflect on his intellectual interests.

More specific research questions might include:

· When, where and how did Erskine collect his books?

· Did the collection reflect his personal intellectual interests and his legal practice?

· How did the collection reflect his education and life?

· How typical was his collection?

· How does it relate to contemporary intellectual concerns?

Anticipated Outcomes:

· A thesis analysing Erskine and his library in a variety of possible general, intellectual and legal contexts, which would illuminate the practice of law and the intellectual milieu of Scotland’s legal elite in a crucial period leading up to the Enlightenment in Scotland.

· Catalogue of Library of prominent Scots Lawyer

· Enhancement of the electronic records of the Alva Collections in the NLS and AdvL through recording and indexing of their provenances and other important details, making copies unique, providing a more useful, publicly accessible resource

· A student trained in skills that would help to explain and make accessible an important aspect of Scotland’s legal, historical and bibliographic heritage.

Timescale

Year 1: Work in NLS to produce Catalogue of Erskine’s Library, examining surviving works in NLS/AdvL. Undertaking any necessary skills training. Establishing key questions

Year 2: Conclusion of above, further archival research and work on analysis of the library.

Year 3: Completion of above and writing up of thesis


